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 Forum for Ethiopian Scholars & Professionals (FESP) 
 

 Colloquium on the Proposed Ethiopian National Dialogue  
  

Call for Papers 
  

                                                    January 20, 2022 

The Board of the Forum for Ethiopian Scholars and Professionals (FESP) is pleased to announce 
that it will be holding a special online colloquium on two successive Saturdays of March 12  and 
19, 2022. The colloquium will be held in cooperation with the Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES) 
of Addis Ababa University. The theme and sub-themes are the recently proposed Ethiopian 
National Dialogue (Amharic version). National dialogue is often seen as a vehicle to an end, where 
the path to sustainable peace, human security,  development, the rule of law, and accountability 
are defined, and crisis is resolved. The Board welcomes the initiative and hopes that the 
colloquium will be one of the forums for scholars of substance, professionals and former 
Statesmen (Stateswomen) to contribute towards the development of a shared and workable 
national policy for transitioning the country into a stable order.   

The literature on ethnoreligious conflicts and national dialogue initiatives taken by various 
governments have had mixed successes.  Hence, it is imperative that Ethiopia learns from 
international  experience and contextually examine the factors that attenuate (accentuate) its 
own crisis and conflicts resolution efforts. Successful peace and reconciliation programs require 
more than good intentions and the promulgations of laws. It also needs to understand the 
incentives and behaviors of the various State and non-State actors (United Nations). The purpose 
of the colloquium is to provide a forum for new and established scholars, professionals, 
international civil servants and former Statesmen and Stateswomen to reflect on their findings 
and experiences. The scope of the themes and sub-themes is wide enough to accommodate 
various related topics. The limit is that the paper shall not directly or indirectly de-legitimize the 
age-old Ethiopian State.    

Papers and panel proposals must be professional, research-driven and, demonstrate policy 
relevance and clarity of thought. Speakers must contribute to policymaking on issues of national 
priorities, aim to benefit all Ethiopians and, the people of the Greater Horn of Africa region. It 
must be feasible. The paper must consider country exceptionalism and all forms of diversities, 
ethnicity and institutional structures, mass displacement, atrocity and war crimes, truth, 
reconciliation, justice, reparations, restorative and transitional justice, the agility and capacity of 
the government of the day, and post-conflict reconstruction and rehabilitation challenges. It 
must address the psychological damages inflicted by various actors on individuals, groups, and 
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communities and heal the wounds and scars being left by various forms of conflicts.  It should 
chart the ways and means  of a new social contract that will serve as pillars in amending the  
Constitution or charting a new one.  The methodology should be clear, use large global databases, 
avoid technical and esoteric language, and should be feasible and  understandable to 
policymakers, political and social actors, and the general public. Case studies (example from 
Argentina, Chile, DRC, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Libya, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, and post-communist Eastern Europe) need to be systematically 
analyzed and the relevance (if any) to Ethiopia should be outlined.   

Papers and panel proposals will go through a normal review process. Authors must address 
feedback reviews. Final acceptance of a paper or panel proposal is at the discretion of the FESP 
and IES.  The presentations will be transmitted live. Completed papers not exceeding 3000 words 
in length  or  a detailed abstract should reach forumforethiopianscholars.profe@gmail.com on 
or before Monday, February 28, 2022. Please note that because of the short window provided 
by the House of Peoples Representatives (federal parliament), this is the first and final call for 
papers. 
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